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MININTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
{Legislative Department)
Mewe Dalfaf, the 315 Plevearber 2007/ Pausg 10, 1929 (Saka)
The Follawing Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on the
29th Decembear, 2007 and is hereby published far general infarmation—

THE MAINTENANCE AND WELFARE OF PARENTS ANE-F SENIGHR
CITIZENS ACT, 2007

Mo, 5¢ or 2007
[E9 December, 2007.)
An Act 1o provide for more effective provisions lor the matnlenance and welfare
of parents and senior cilizens guaranteed and redoanised under the
Constitution and for matters connecied therewith or incidental thersto.
He it enacted by Pacliament in the Fifiy-eighth Year of the Republic of India as

follows— '
CHAPFTER

PRELIAIIMARY
. [} This At may be called the Maimenance and Welfare of Parents and Seniar
Cilizens A, 2007.

(it extends 1o the whole of ndia excepl the Sl‘.az.e of fammuy and ¥ashmr anad 1t
applies atso 1o cilizens ol india cuwtside India

(2} 1t shall come inte foree in o Stal; pa such date as the Stare Government may, by
aatification in the Cificial Gazetie, appoint. —

X, In this Acl, unlcss the contexl othapwise rbquires.;

(@) "children” inclutes son, daughicr, grandson and prand.-dauphier bul does
not inglude 8 mingr;
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{&) "inainrepance™ includes provision for foed, clothing, residence and medical
attendance and Lreatmenl;
() "minor” means a person wha under the provisions ol the Majarity Aey, 1315
. I deemed nof ro have aitained (he age of majority;
{d) “percnt” mezns father or mather whether biological, adeptive or step father
* or sep mother, 35 the case may be, whether or niod the father or the mother is a seniar
cilizem;
L) "prescribed” means prescribed by rules made by the Eure Gowernment wnder
this AL .

{1 "praperty™ mears propety of any kind, whether movable or Emuvahle, an-
eestryl or self acquired, tangible or infangibte and inchudes rights or intecests in such
property;

(£) "relalive” means any legal heir of the thildless senior ciizenwha {s not 2
minor and is in possession of of would inherit his propermy aiter his death;

i) "senior citizen™ means any persen being a citizen of India, wha has atrained
ther ape ol sixly years ar sbuve;

{i} *State Grvsinment”, in relation to a Union tﬂrilo'r}'f mezns the administratar
thereaf aprointed under aricls » 319 of 1the Constitution;

(" Tribunal” means the Maintenance Trtbunal constituied under section 7,

(&) “wellare” means provision lor foed, health care, récreation centres and ather
amcnities necessary for the senjor cilizens.

ALL b Have i The previsions of this Act shall have 1iTect noiwhhstanding anything inconsisient
"r.r‘_"lldlﬂt theiewith cantained in any enoctinent sther than this A<, or in pay instrumen, having effect
erregl. i - =

by virlee of any snacumeny other than this Act.

CHAPTERTI
Rl APUTENANCE OF FARENTS ANO LE%IOR CITI2ZESS

Mulpiznanse " {7y Asenior ciiizen including parent who ig veable 1o maintain himsedf feom his awn
of pareate and o ing or out ol the property owned by him, shail be emtitled to make an spplication under
Famior Lihiyend, i '

section 5 4n casc of—

{iyparent or grand-patent, against nne or mnee ofhis children nowbeing a miner;

(if] a childless sendor cilioen, against such of his relative refeced 10 in elause (7}
of section 2,

(2) The obligation of the children or relative, as the case may be, 1o maintain 2 s2nior
citizen extends 1o Ihe needs of such cilizen so that senior citizen may lead a normal Jife.

{3) The abligalicn of the children 10 inziniain his gr ber parent extonds to the neede of
swch purent gither father or mether or both, as Ihc case may be, sa tha such parent may lcad
anomal IJI’:

(£} Ay petsun being g i<labive of o senivn Litizen ad having suiicient means shoil
eiainlain such sepior citizen provided e 13 o posscssion of the property of such senior
citizen gr he would inherit the property of such senior citizen:

Fravided that where more than one relalives are enidfed 10 inherit the Pmperty pfa
senidy cilizen, the maimteranee shall be payable by such Telative in the groportian in which

they would |nh:r|l his praperty. -
Application Yor 5. (1) Anapplidation for maintensnce under saction 4, may be made—
W ALERARCE
(a} by a senivr citizen or a parent, as the case may be; ot

{871t he is incapable. by amy other person e anganisation suthoeised by Bin, o

Tat 1573
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'S {c) the Tribunal may 1ake COgnirance sug mols.

.Explanatian— Far the purposes of this section “organisation™ meant any voluntary
assaciation regisiered under the Sociclics R:gmrauun Ay llﬂl or any gther taw for the
time being i force.

(2] The Tribunal may, dusing the pendency of the procéeding regarding mnnthly .

aliowance for e maindnance under this secuion, order such children or relative o mako 4
moanihly ailowance for the inlctim miginicnance of such senior citizen meluding parent and to
pay ihe same 1o such senior citizen m:hldmg PAEIL A r.hr.- Tribunal mey $rom time to 1im=
direct.

- (3} Cn receipt of sn spplication for maintenance under sub-section (), after giving
notice ol the spplication Lo the children or refativa and after giving the partics an cpporturiity
of being heard, hald an inquiry for dotstmining the amount afr mazinlenance.

{f) An lpphr.-meq Tiled under sub-section (2) for the mnnthiy‘lllnmcc for the

-maintenance and éxpenses for proceeding shall bo dispesed of within nmuy dayx from the
-, date of the scrvice of notics of the applivation ta such person:

Provided that the Tribunel may extend the said period;ance for & manimum pumd of
thirty days in exceptional circumstances for ressons ta be recorded in writing.

. [$) An application for maintenance under sub-section (/) may be filed against one or*

more persons: _
Pravided that such childeen or relative may impilead the other p-cmnluhl:c-ln mainiain

_ parent in the applicalion for maintenance,

{8) Where a mzintenance order was made against more ths.n one pem:m. the death of
one of them docs nor affect the liability of others ta continue pryipg maimenance.

(7] Any such zliowance for the mamierance and sxpenses for procecding shell be

payable from the dare of the order, or, if 3o ordered, leom the date of the apphcaunn for
" meintenance or expenzes of procecding, as the cese may be.

(&) IF. children or felalive so ordered ail, withowt sufTicient causa to- cumpl}r with the
urder, any such Tribunal may, for ¢very breach of the arder, issue a warant for lzvying the
ainount dug in the manner provided for levying fines, and may scalence such.persan for the
whole, of any part of cach monih's allowance far the maimenance wwd wipenses of proceeding,
&5 the case may be, refnsining unpaid after the executlon of the wasrant, W frprisonment for
a term which may extend to one month or wnril payment if sooner made whichever is earlier:

Provided thal no warrnt shall be issued or the recovery of any amount due under this
sevtion unless application Le made ko the Tribunal to levy such amount within a period of
!'hre: mpnths from the date on which it became due.

6. () The proceedings under section $ msy ba taken ngainst any childsen or re'innve in
any disirigt—
{a) where lie resides ar last resided, or
(&) where children ar relative resides. . _
{3} On eecelpt ofthe application vnder section $, the Tribura! shall issue a process for
procuring the presence of childrer or relative against whom the application is Sled,
{3} For securing the antendance of childrzn of relatve the Tribanal ghall have the

power wi o Judicial Magistrate nﬂ'mclmupmhdeﬂund:rm End:oﬂ:rhmll Procedure,
I'EF'D

()] A!I evidence to such proceedings shall be taken in the presence of Lhe children ar
relarive against whom an order for payment f mafnlenancs is proposed fo be made, and shail
be recorded in the manmer procscribed for summens cascs:

Provided that if the Tribunel is satisficd that the chifdrer or relmtive againgt whom an
arder for payment of maintenance is proposcd to be made s wilfully avoiding service, or

Furidfdictron
and proce-
dure.



" Conrglitutien nf
Mninienancy
Tritsynyl,

Summary
procedurc 4
cay of iquirg

+

Otfer Jor
malntcaaace.

Albcration fn
Mlowngee,

Enalorcemgnr
of order of
maisenance.

4 THE GAZETTE DF INDIA EXTRAQRDINARY [Pany ll—

willislly ncﬁktling ta 2tiend the Tribunal, the Tribupal may proceed I hear and determine
the case ex purre, o

{3) Where the children or refative is residing out of India, the siimmons shall be served
by the Tribunal through such awhority, ax the Central Government may by rotification in the
officisl Gazene, specify in this behai, ~ - .

(6) The Tribunal before heasing an application unds section 5 may, refer the same ro @
Conciliation Ofcer and such Conciliation Officer shall submit his findings within ope month

Lxplonation— For the purposes of 1his sub-section “Cancitiation Officer™ means any

PRISen of representalive of an organisation eefzrred to in Explonorion 1o sub-section { /) of .

section 5 or the Maintenance Officers designaied by the State Government under sub-
section {1) of section 78 or eny other person nominated by the Tribunal for thix purpose.

T (73 The State Governmen shalt within s pericd of six metiths from the daic of the
commencement of this Act , by notification in the OMicial Gazette, constinte far cach Sub-

* division one or more Tribunals as may be specified in the notification for 1he purpose of

adjudicating and deciding upon the order far maitdenance under secrion 5,

(2} The Tribunel shall be presided aver By san officer rot betow the rank of Sup-
Divisional OiTicer of & State, ’

{3) Where two or more Tribunals are EDI‘ISIitLIIM for any arca, the State Government
may, by general or sprcial order, regulate the distribution of business among them,

8. (!).In holding any inquiry under section 5, the Tribunal may, subject 10 any rufes
that may be prescribed by th: State Government in this behalf, follaw such SUmmary
procedure as it deems o,

{2} The Tritunal shall have alf the powers of a Civil Coun for the purpose of 1aking
evidence on sath and of en forcing the atrendance of witnesses and of compelling the
discovery and production of documents and material objects and for such other PUrpOsES a5
may be prescribed; and the Tribunal shall be deemed o be a Civil Court far all the purpgses
afsection 195 and Chapter XXV of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973,

{7} Subject 1o any rule thar Mmay be made In this behalf, ihe Tribuna) may, for the
purpozt of adfudicating and deciding upan any claim for maintenance, choase one ur more
perions possessing special knowledge of any matter relevant 10 the inquicy to assist 3 in
holing the inquizy. : it A

9. () \F chiidren or rclatives, asihe ease may be, ncglect or refuse to maintain a senior
citizen being unabie 'o maintain hienzelf, the Tribunaj may, an being satisfied of such neplecy
or refusal, order such children or relatives 1o make a manthly sliowance a1 such manthiy race
for \he maintenance of such senios citizen, as the Tribunal may deem 11t and o pay Ure same
1a such senior citizen as the Trikunal may, from tima 1o fime, direct.

{2) The maximum maintenance allowange which may be ordered by such Tribunal skzll
bis such a3 may be prescribed by the State Government which shall not exceed ten thousand
hupees per month, .

10. (1) On proof of nisrepresentation or mistake of fact or u change in the circum-
stances of any persan, recriving & monthly atlowance UndGer section 9, far the maimienanca

ordered under that section (o pay meuthly allawance for tic muiniznance, the Tribunal may .

muke such alteration. as i thinks ﬁt._in the'ailowance Tor the waintenance,

1. (J) A cony of the order of mainlenasice and including the arder regarding expenses
of proceedings, as the case may be, ahall be given without paymers of any fee th senior

r
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citizen ot ta parent, os the case may be, in whose Bavour i is made and such order may be
enforced by any Tribunal in 2ny place where the person aguinsi whom it is made, wuch
Tribunal on being smistied as 10 the kentity of the partiey and the Ron-payment of the
allowanca, of &5 the case may be, eapenses, due. 2 .

{2)A maiiienance order made under this Act shall have 1he same Force wnd effect as.sn

® (&)

arder passed undee Chapter IX ofthe Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and shall be executed.

inn the manner prescribed for the execution of such onder by that Code. "

1L Natwithstanding anything contained in Chapter 1X of the Cods of Criminal
Procedure, 1373, where m senfof citizen of & perent is extitled for maintenance under the
said Chaprer and atsa entitled for maintenance under this Act may, without preiudice 10 the
provisions of Chapter 1X of the said Code, claim-zuch mainienacce undir either of thase
Acts but not under both. . .

13. When an order is misde wunder this Chapier, the chitdron or relative whio Js required
ta pay ARy amaunt in terms of such order shall, within thirty days of the dale of snouncing

pay
the arder by the Tribunzl, deposit Ihe entire amoust ordered in such manner as the Tribunal

may direct.

14 Where any Teibunal mzkes an-order for mainmicnance made under this Act, stach
Tribunal may direct that m addition to the amount of maisenance, simple [nlerest shali
alsn be paid ar such rade and from such daie not carlicr than the date ofmaking the application

.a5 muy be determined by the Tribunal which shzl) not be less than [ive per cent. and fot

mors than eighteen) per cent.: sy )

Provided thar where any application for maintenands under Chapler 1X of the Code

of Crininal Procedure, £973 is pending before a Court at the commencarent of this Act,
then the Court shall allaw the withdrawal of sush application on the request 5Ftha parent

and such parens shall be entitled to fikc an #pplication for mainignance before the Tribural.

15. 117 The State Gaverninent may, by notification in the OFF sia) Gazetts, constitule
pne Appellaie Tribunal for each district w hear the appeal against the order of the
Triburrul. ) .a
() The Appcllate Tribunal shall be presided over by an officer not below the ank of
Digtrict Magistrate. 1

16. {1} Any senior citizen or & parend, as the caie may-be, sigrieved by an ordei of 4
Tritunsl mry, wihin sixiy days from Ibe date of the order, prefer an appeal 16.the Appcllate
Tribunal:

- Provided that an appcat, e children oe relalive who I required W pay sny amounl in

terme of such maintcnance order shall continue to pay W auch parent the amaunt S0 ordered,

Tn the manner direcied by the Appellate Tribunat:

Provided further thet the Appellate Tiibunal may; cnicriain the appeel after the expiry
of the said peviod of sixty days, iT it is satisfied that the zppellarnt was prevented by sulficient
cause from preferring the appeal in time. . :

f.:?} On recelpt of an eppeal, the Appellate Tribunal shall, tause a notice ta be served
upon the respandent. T :

"7 (1) The Appeliate Tribunal may call far Ihe recard of pracecdings from the Tribunal
egainst whose order the appeal is prefefred. - '

{4} The Apgellate Tribunal may, 2fter examining 1he appeal and the records Galied fox.
cliher aliow ar reject the sppeai. e ’ :

£5) 'The Appeliale Tribunal shail, adjudicate and decide upan the appeat filed against
the order of the Tribural and the order of the Appellate Tribunzl shall ba final:

Provided tha no appeal shali be rejected unless an oppartunity bas Lesn given 10
beth the parties of being heard in person ar through a duly aulhorised representative,
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{04 Yhe Appeliate Tribunil shald make an endeavour 10 peenopnce its arder in writing
within one moneh ofthe receipe of an #ppeai,

(%) A copy of every order mads unde, sub-section (5) shald be sent 1 both the parties
Trzc of post. =

17, Notwilhstanding anything contained in Ay law, o party 1o & Proceeding before
Tribunat o Appeltate Tribunat shail be represented by & legal practitioner .

2} The Maintensnee Officer refermed I3 In sub-ztctipn (N shnll r-.-p}csmt A pareny
if he 50 desines, during the Froteedings of (he Tribural, or the Appeliate Tribunal, x5 the

cass may be,
CHAFTER K|
ESTABLISHMENT oF OLOAGE HOMES

19. 11} The S1ai¢ Governmen May establish snd maintain such number of sldage
homes at accessibly places, as it may deem necessary, in g Phased manner, beginring with at
l2ast one in exch district 1o 1crommodaic in such homes 3 minimum of ona hundeg fifry
senior cilizens who are indigent, : . ’

Explandtion—For the Plrposes of this section, *indigent™ means any senior citizen
who s not having sufficient MEand, a8 determincd by the Stare Governmen, fram time 1o

time, to maintain himself, ;
: CHAPTER v

Provisions rox :.mmc,;l. CARE OF SENIDR Criizes -
& 20. The Siate Governmen: shail ensure thar,-—

i) the Gavernment hospitals or haspitals Funded fully o7 Partiaily by the
Government shall provide Beds for all senfor citizens 85 far &5 possible;

{1} separate guepes he 2ranged for scninr cirizens;

£Hi) Tacility for Ireatment of chromic, lermingi and degeneralive diseates fs
expainded for senjor Citizens; .

fiv) restarch activitias for chronic elderly diseascs and ageing is expunded,

v} here are carmarkeq {ecilities for periatric Falicnis in every districp hospita)
duly headed by 2 medicai officer with eXperience in geriaric carg,

CHAPTER v

Frovecmion or pie AND FLOPERTY OF tEmInN CITizan

1. The Stage Giovernment skall, take all sagoy e o ensure thar—
{1} the pravisions ol this Aer are given wide publizirty through public megia
" inchuding the tel:visipn, radio and the print, regular intervaly; )
' h‘{.l ﬁ:_Cmunl Government and Stage Governmeni Officers, including she police
officers and the members of e judigiat service, are given perindic sensit zation
and awartness training on the i95ue3 reiating o this Act; : .
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23 (1) Notwithstanding anything contained In the Code of Ceimingt Péocedure, 1973,
Every offence under this Acy shall be cognizable and bailable, ;
{27 An offence undar this Act shall be triag Rumimarity by 3 Magiciyate
f h, CHAFTER VI
i 3 Muisce Lankous g :
26. Evety officer or H-tflppninted 1 zxercite functions under thit Act shail be
deemed to be & public pervan; wiﬂlhﬂumhgnfluﬁm Fd | ofm:hduul'm:ﬂ:m

27, No Civil Court shal have jurisdlevion i Ipect of any maher tg which any
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Pravided that no such arder shall be made after the expiry of u petiad ol two years from
the date of the commencament of this Act.

Prwer ol Central 28, Tho Central Governmenl oy give directions 10 State Ciovecnments &5 (O the
Goveument i carrying inta execution of the provisions of this Act,
pive disnctions. : -
Power of 31, The Central Govemiaent gy make periodic teview and monitor the progress sfthe
Cratral implkmentation of the provisiops of this Act by the Stale Governments.
Government Lo . .
m.‘“ - £ B . i}
. Tower af Stake 32, (4} The State Giovernment mey, by notification in the Dfficial Gazetic, make rules for

Goyirament 10 .
kg carrying ou the pl-lrpf}Sﬁ oflhus_m_:t. . _
) {2) Withoul prejudice to the generalify oTthe foregoing power, such tulzs may prowide
for— .
{} the mannes of helding inguiry under section 3 subject to such rules as may be
prosczibed under sub-gection {1} of section B, - :
{ &Y the power and procedure of the Tribunal for other pUrposes uﬁder sub-
scetion (2), of section 5 : P
{3 the maximum maintenance allowance which may be ordercd by the Tribural
pnder sub-section (2) of sectlon P, '
¢} the schema for puﬁ:glmm of oldage hemes, ingTuding the ‘standards and’

warigus Types of servicssTo be probided by them which src necessary for meédical
vare and mesns of cntertainment o the inhabitants of such homes ender cub-$ecrich

{2y cfaection 1%; 2
{e} the powers and dufies of the suhorities for implementing the provisions
of 1his Act, under sub-section (F) of scction 228

{f4 a comprchensive aclion plan for providiag pratection of lilc and property
of senior citizens under sub-section () af section 22, '

. (g} any uihcr maner which is 10 be, of may be, prescribed.

(3} Evzry rule made unde: this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be alter it i3 made,
before cach House of State Legislature, wheee i consists of two Housts or where such
tegistature consists of ane House, before that House. !

KN CHATURVED],
Kecy: fo the Gow. of India,

FRINTED BY THE MANAGEN, GOVT. OF INDIA PRESS. MINTO ROAD, NEW DELHI
AMD NE-I..ISH'En Bt THE CONTROLLER OF FUBLICATIONS, DELHI, 2001
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